PN

OGN P4

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100550012-9

labha]
o -

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100550012-9

C M ALY L v
de B & deanl QD

e e viam

1 February 1983

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

STAT

U.S. denies massacre report

New Yorr Times Ivews Service

WASHINGTON—Reagan ad-
ministration and congressional of-
ficials denied Sunday a report
published in the London Sunday
Times that the United States
knew a massacre was underway
in two Palestinian refugee camps
before the killings ended.

Senior intelligence officials said
the U.S. government first Jearned
about the killings on Saturday,
Sept. 18, the day the killings
ended.

The London newspaper, quoting
unidentified U.S. intelligence offi-
cials, said word of the killings
first reached the U.S. government
the night of Thursday, Sept. 16,
and members of the Senate For-
erifn Relations Committee were
informed the next morning.

Sen. Joseph Biden [D., Del.], a

member of the Senate’s Foreign
Relations and Intelligence Com-
mittees, said Sunday that neither
committee had learned of the
massacre until Sept. 18.

A FOREIGN Relations Commit-
tee staff member, who asked not

. to be identified, recalled that one

colleague told committee mem-
bers late on Sept. 17 that he had
heard rumors of a massacre in
Beirut. When the committee
asked the State Department, the
staff member said Sunday, the
department responded that it too
had heard rumors and was trying
tu;'u find out whether they were
e.

Neither the department nor the

committee, however, learned a

massacre had taken place until
Sept. 18, the staff member said.




